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Challenges, Changes and Successes

by Bruce Jackson, President, Cleveland AIA

During the year of 2010, | have been given the honor and responsibility of leading AIA Cleveland. As a
native Clevelander | have seen many challenges, changes and successes. | have seen our city change
from an industrial powerhouse to region perched on the threshold of innovation. Our city is indeed a
mirror to our own organization’s growth and potential.

We are coming out of 2009, a most challenging time, due to the economy. We have seen many changes
with firms shrinking and/or creating new business models to position themselves for success in 2010
and beyond. AIA Cleveland has been aggressively working to adapt in these changing times. Our Execu-
tive Board is in the middle of a five-year plan to build structure, capital and strategic vision to our mem-
bership.

Like many architectural firms, the AIA Cleveland has been challenged by lower revenue streams due to
significantly lower corporate sponsorships in 2009. Despite that, we remain committed to our mission of
“Being a catalyst for the profession through education, leadership and collaboration” to represent you
through advocacy, strong programming and forming new partnerships. The Executive Board has made
the decision to institute a small fee for continuing education programs.

This small financial change is necessary in order to continue our strong program offerings. In 2009 un-

der the leadership of Robert Bostwick, AIAwe formed a Professional Development Committee who

brought us: What does “Branding your Firm” really mean?; our Camaraderie Committee gave us many Bruce Jackson
opportunities to network and socialize, and we reached out to make a difference (and we worked up a

sweat) by volunteering with Habitat with Humanity.

For those of you who have been involved and engaged-my heartfelt thanks. Your support sustains our efforts. For those who have waited on the
sidelines-consider this your invitation. Join us on a committee. We need you. We want you, and we challenge you to share your passion and your
opinions with us.

For information on our executive board or committes, please go to \vww.aiacleveland.com .

Got a great construction photo? Send
it to edmanc@bostwickdesign.com
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Important Note on Chapter Meetings

As you doubtless have noticed, the cost for attending AIA Cleveland’s chapter meetings has
been variable from month to month. Unfortunately, due to the chapter’s current financial situa-
tion and the cost of putting on the meetings, it is not possible to make the meetings free of
charge, but the chapter would like to make the cost consistent and predictable. Therefore, the
chapter is instituting a regular meeting attendance charge. The charges will be:

AIA Members: $10
Non-members: $20
Associate members: $5
Full Time Students: Free

New Members

Professional Affiliate Member
Miklos Peller - Peller Associates, Inc. mik441@yahoo.com

AA

Christopher Auvil, AIA - Marous Brothers Construction cauvil@marousbrothers.com

Assoc. Members

Raymond Minotas, Assoc. AlA —Perspectus Architecture LLC rayman626@gmail.com
Richard Becksted, Assoc. AIA - Westlake Reed Leskosky rbeck@wrldesign.com
Charles A Gray, Assoc. AIA - Moody Nolan, Inc. cagray@kent.edu

Transferred In
Mark R Johnson, F AlA - MASCO Retail Cabinet Group Retail mark.johnson@mascorg.com



Upcoming Events

February 2010:

AIA National Grassroots
Feb. 3-5, Washington, D.C., Grand Hyatt Washington Hotel. Visit
http://www.aia.org/conferences/index.htm for details.

Professional Development Committee Meeting
Friday, Feb. 5, 8:00am at Bostwick Design Partnership offices

Urban Design Committee Meeting
Friday, Feb. 11, 5:30pm at AIA Chaper Office

Board Meeting
Friday, Feb. 12, at 7.30am

Happy Hour
Friday, Feb. 12, at R.J. Boland's - 724 Prospect Ave.

COTE Meeting
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 8.00am at the AIA Chapter Office

Historic Resources Committee Meeting
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 12 noon at the AIA Chapter Office

Chapter Meeting:
Thursday, Feb. 18, Sign-in at 5.30pm, Program at 6.00pm.
Social Media: The Game of “Telephone” 21st Century-Style.

lan Gillespie is Studiothink’s Interactive Director. He will discuss the
idea of Social Media as an effective tool for business marketing and
growth in an easy to understand and interactive way; allowing de-
signers to come away with concrete ideas on how utilization can
ultimately help to drive your business and enhance sales. Potential
customers are out on the web looking for YOU! For all of the survi-
vors of 2009 - there is no time like the present to target new custom-
ers and land new business while capitalizing on the relationships
already in place. Find out why optimizing content on your website,
becoming active on sites such as YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook,
industry blogs and relevant sites in RELEVANT ways will foster cred-
ibility and enable you to take advantage of the tools that have forever
changed “business as usual”. Social media strategy done right, en-
ables others to do your marketing for you.

March 2010:

Lunch & Learn

Tuesday March 2, 2010

Dana Innovations, DBA Sonance

1.5AIA/CEU

Course Title

Invisible, Nearly Invisible and Design Statement Speakers

Course Description

The evolution of distributed audio systems designed to enhance the
homeowner’s well-being and state-of-mind. Placement recommenda-
tions for in-wall and in-ceiling speakers for best sound coverage.
The latest speaker options in décor-friendly invisible, nearly invisible
and design statement speakers optimized for each living space.

AIA Chapter Office - 12 noon

AIA members free

Non members $5.00

RSVP aiadocs@aiacleveland.com 216.575.1242

Professional Development Committee Meeting
Friday, Mar. 5, 8:00am at Bostwick Design Partnership offices

Cleveland Engineering Society Design & Const. Conference
Wednesday, Mar. 10, at LaCentre, Westlake - Details on p. 3!

Urban Design Developers' Forum
Thursday, Mar. 11

Board Meeting
Friday, Mar. 12, at 7.30am

ARE Study Seminar
Saturday, Mar. 13 - Details on p. 3!

Lunch & Learn

March 16, 2010: Touchstone - Greensleeves

How to spend 35-50% less on Energy without increasing your Con-
struction Cost.

Stephen Hamstra, PE, ASHRAE HBDP, LEED AP, CGD, Chief Technical
Officer

COTE Meeting
Wednesday, Mar. 17 at 8:00am atthe AIA Chapter Office

Historic Resources Committee Meeting
Wednesday, Mar. 17, at 12 noon at the AIA Chapter Office

Chapter_Meetintqg:

The Intermuseum Conversation Association
Thursday, Mar. 18 at the ICA - 2915 Detroit Ave.
Details to come on this very special chapter meeting
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Highlighted Upcoming Events:

CES PRESENTS THE
58T1H ANNUAL DESIGN & CoNSTRUCTION CONFERENCE
oN WEDNESDAY, MARcH 10, 2010

AT LACENTRE, WESTLAKE, OH
Keynote Speaker
Ohio Construction Reform Panel: Implications for Public Construction in Ohio

Jeffrey R. Appelbaum, Chair, Ohio Construction Reform; Partner/Chairman Construction Law Group,
Thompson Hine, LLP Panel

Closing Panel Discussion
Impact of Federal Funding for Design & Construction

by Public Sector Agencies
Panelists

Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority; NASA,
Veteran’s Administration;
Ohio Department of Transportation
Breakout Sessions

Infrastructure & Public Works; Construction, Architecture & Engineering Design;

Opportunities Through Emerging Technology
Earn 6 CPD hours!
Sponsorships & Exhibit Booths Available; for details call

216-361-3100 or email Imarlow@-cesnet.org.
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Emerging Ideas for a Sustainable Cleveland 2019

By Jud Kline, AIA, LEED AP

The Sustainable Cleveland 2019 led to the formation of nearly twenty
working initiative focus groups. Each of the programs evolved out of the
three-day event formed around a purpose in a specific area with a chal-
lenge to develop strategies producing business or service opportunities
contributing to the overall mission of the Summit to “build a green city on a
blue lake”. Among the idea groups emerging from the process was the
Network for Sustainable Manufacturing and Design Solutions (NSMDS).

The NSMDS began discussion focused on the consideration of advanced
manufacturing and advanced materials as a core area where greater
Cleveland could find opportunity in pursuing a sustainable economic fu-
ture. The committee assembled to investigate these components was
made up of engineers, manufacturing executives, industrial consultants,
educators, activists and designers. The team came together to explore
how assets and resources could be identified within the region to pro-
duce new business and industry. Since inception in August, the group
has continued to meet identifying a mission, short and long term goals.
The mission identified by the group is to “create a CLE+ center for sus-

Toshiko Takaezu

tainable manufacturing and design solutions including: biomimicry, cradle-
to-cradle design and industrial symbiosis”. Based upon this mission, the
committee has begun work on the formation of a roundtable of knowl-
edge area representatives to identify stakeholders, resources and op-
portunities in the region to link together in the creation of a solutions re-
source center. The members of the NSMDS committee are currently iden-
tifying and interviewing the prospective members of the roundtable to
determine who and what is essential to support this endeavor.

The group will be looking to organizations such as AlA, the Cleveland
Engineering Society and other professional associations to become a
contact point to address specific inquiries in developing the design solu-
tions leading to achieving the region’s sustainable manufacturing poten-
tial. The eventual goal of the NSMDS is to contribute to the creation of a
clearly identifiable center in Cleveland as a resource to address specific
challenges and investigations in sustainable manufacturing. With the
participation of AIA, the mission can be advanced and achieved.

By Carter Edman, AlA - the Editor Recommends
Takaezu is at the Cleveland Museum of Art until May 16

The pottery of Toshiko Takaezu lends itself more to silent contemplation
than to verbal analysis. The clay vessels’ mouths, which are tiny or
nonexistent, even seem to be caught at a moment between breaths.
They seem to know the Taoist dictum, “That which is the Truth cannot
be spoken; that which can be spoken is not the Truth.”

The material in this one-room exhibit is presented simply — large ves-
sels on a low platform in the middle of the floor, smaller ones on a wall
shelf at perfect viewing height — which lets the character of the work
come through without graphics, cases, or even wall labels. As you
look at the variety of shapes, surfaces, and glazes, the technical mas-
tery of this artwork will emerge without need of additional elucidation.
While in most exhibits labeling and other information are crucial to really
comprehending the point of an exhibit, in this case labels would only
distract from the real point. This exhibit design choice is bold and ef-
fective, and if you really want some data about the artist, it is available
in a wall pocket at the entrance.

This is art without irony, gimmicks, meta-meta-messages, or special
effects. Itinherits both the Japanese pottery discipline and the Ameri-
can Arts-and-Crafts tradition (Takaezu was educated at Cranbrook).
Take time to enjoy every detail.

These vessels force you to consider the act of their creation, and their
seductive, tactile quality makes the urge to touch them strong (don’t do
it). With very individual personalities, they convey a sense of wabi-
sabi, the Japanese aesthetic that accepts and celebrates the tran-
sience and imperfection of our experience. They are unrigid, free of
pretense, and even easy in their attitudes. Itis an easiness few can

master, and itis a pleasure to witness and walk among. The large
pieces, which are in fact very heavy, look buoyant, as if they are teth-
ered to the floor rather than resting upon it.

Often, when we visit museums, we see too much. In our earnestness
to make the most of our trip, we race through the galleries, spending
mere seconds in front of each masterpiece. Here is an opportunity to
see less and enjoy more. In an age of pre-packaged, travelling, high-
budget, highly-publicized “blockbuster” exhibits, it can be easy to over-
look a small exhibit of quiet excellence, but these can be the most satis-
fying. This single room, tucked away in the far Northeast corner of the
museum, is a refreshing delight.
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Facades of Dowtown Cleveland:

A Preservation Issue

by Ken Goldberg

There are multiple levels of architectural preservation — one being
an effort to bring back an altered fagade alone to at least an ap-
proximation of its original appearance. Many of the properties
nominated in AlA Cleveland's and the Cleveland Restoration
Society’s annual Celebration of Preservation are excellent ex-
amples.

Downtown Cleveland, like commercial districts across the U.S., has
seen many attempts to modernize buildings’ exteriors but only con-
centrating on street presentation. An early-20™ century example
was the 1924 remodeling of the Citizens Savings and Trust Building
of 1903, featuring a Classical temple facade, into the Citizens (now
City Club) Building — forfeiting its columns and pediment. From the
1920s through mid-1970s the direction pursued was whatever style
was currently in vogue - perhaps Georgian or Beaux-Arts — but
starting in the 1930s typically Streamline, Art Deco, or International
Style. In most cases this remodeling involved elimination of architec-
tural details to create a “contemporary” look.

Some downtown Cleveland buildings were totally altered in charac-
ter, such as the Schofield Building turned into the Euclid Ninth Tower
(2000 East 9™ Street) and the 113 St. Clair Avenue building fash-
ioned from the Vulcan Building (earlier an Ohio Bell facility). Levy
Furniture at Superior and East 13" was almost entirely rebuilt as the
headquarters of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency
(NOACA) in 1998. In 1963-4 Taylor’s Department Store of 1907 and
1914 was gutted and rebuilt as the 666 Building - later Atrium Office
Plaza and soon to be The Residences at 668. The newly rebuilt (“re-
stored,” in concept) Euclid fagade is a most dramatic reversion to
vintage terra-cotta detailing.

Higbee’s enamel tile-clad department store of 1910-1931 at Euclid
and East 13th was eventually converted, with complete overhaul,
into a bank (now the Sterling Building). Although the old Bailey's
department store’s two facades were totally remodeled in 1958 (the
store folded within a few years), fortunately the great terra-cotta
exteriors of Halle’s and the May Company, as well as the 1931
Higbee's regal limestone exterior were never significantly altered as
was done with department stores in so many cities.

Reflecting the sweeping preservation movement from the 1970s on,
the elaborate exteriors of several downtown buildings - notably, the
1934 former main Post Office and the 1913 former Lindner Coy
Building (later Bonwit Teller, then Prescott, Ball & Turben, and now
the Mandel Community Building - after considerable deterioration,
were returned to much of their former glory. Some buildings, like the
1876 Windsor Block at the strategic location of Euclid and East 4™,
underwent exterior restoration but the owners decided not to go
that final mile —in this case rebuilding a minor decorative roofline
appendage evident in old photos. Likewise, the multi-million dollar
restoration/renovation in 2001 of The Arcade of 1890 into the Hyatt
Regency plus commercial arcade did not include the major task of
bringing back the Richardsonian stone arch that originally graced
Euclid Avenue.
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Completely intact block of facade restorations along St. Clair Ave.
in Cleveland's Warehouse District

Some structures, such as the Park Building of 1904 at 140 Public Square,
are missing original decorative details, but virtually no one would notice.
Although Greater Cleveland still has scores of neighborhoods with seem-
ingly every frame house imprisoned within synthetic siding, there has been
amovement in some neighborhoods for siding removal in homage to the
original material. However, in some cases itis not feasible for commercial
building owners to recreate an original facade — e.g. with the Victorian
building at 224 Euclid Avenue, now occupied by The Bang and the Clatter
Theatre Company; the western portion of the originally symmetrical facade
was demolished for the new May Company emporium in the 1910s.

Many facade projects along Euclid Avenue were recently completed, are
ongoing, or in the works. Avery recent example - that of CSU’s Cleveland-
Marshall College of Law - was a rebuild such that the school now boasts a
ground-level entrance immediately off the sidewalk.

We are awaiting the return of the gracious, Beaux-Arts facades at 1007
and 1015 Euclid Avenue. Scheduled to become residential, these buildings
are situated within a stretch built prior to World War One but in some cases
later “updated” in the 1920s styles considered appropriate to lead up to the
dazzling new Playhouse Square. Athird building, at 1101 Euclid, is being
handled differently for it was determined too few of the original features
are extant to build upon. Another current restoration project is the lime-
stone-clad former Cowell and Hubbard building of 1920 at 1305-9 Euclid,
whereby the western portion of the fagade, originally housing a candy
store, had been "updated” with a pebbled-concrete material.

Most major facades in downtown Cleveland were spared rampant remodel-
ing, such that most of our major fagade remodeling was exercised on the
minor buildings and many of these have been demolished. Downtown
Cleveland has also avoided “facadism” — the retention of fronts of buildings
while their interiors are gutted and replaced. The trend captured the imagi-
nation of the Lakewood Board of Education, but the planners and architects
of recent downtown Cleveland projects have restrained from this contro-
versial design option and instead, for the most part, given high priority to
pairing exterior with interior of like era.

(con'tonp.7)



(‘Facades' con't from p. 6)

Restored Victorian facade at 224 Euclid
which had sacraficed its western section to
the May Company department store.

There may be examples in the world where facadism is justified — e.g.
John Nash'’s terraces near Regent Street in London, whereby indi-
vidual houses were demolished but the drama of united facades
epitomizing early 19""-century urban grandeur is retained. Yet, in most
cases, facadism should be avoided if integrity of construction and
respect for architectural period command priority.

MISSION STATEMENT

AIA Cleveland is a catalyst for the profession to
make a difference through:
* Awareness of Design And Building
e Community Involvement
» Education
¢ Network Interaction

And, to be the voices of the built environment.

The Voice | february | 2010




Cleveland Innerbelt Project Aesthetics and Urban
Design Subcommittee: One Perspective

By Mark Duluk, AIA, LEEP AP

Our wonderful collection of bridges spanning the Cuyahoga is one of
Cleveland's treasures, a veritable living museum and timeline of engineer-
ing and aesthetics. As such, itis a legacy we must protect; at the same
time, the revitalization of our region means that things will change. The
replacement of the 1-90 Innerbelt Bridge will bring a new member to the
family; whether as a beloved sibling or an unwelcome guest remains to
be seen, but seen it will be, and soon. Many AIA members have been
avidly following, and actively involved in, all things related to the Innerbelt
Project. However, a full collective realization amongst the myriad stake-
holders that this is much, much more than a “highway project” is very
much a work in progress. Much work has been done, and progress has
been made; much more work remains to be done, and measuring
progress is difficult if things are evaluated in a piecemeal fashion. For
this reason, among others, the Cleveland Innerbelt Project Aesthetics and
Urban Design Subcommittee (the “Committee”) was formed.

It has been my privilege to represent the Cleveland Chapter of the AIA as
a member of the Committee, a 35-member group chaired by Cleveland
Planning Director Bob Brown. It is an Advisory body to the Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation (ODOT) in the development of plans for the new
Cleveland Innerbelt regarding the aesthetic and urban design elements of
the freeway system. The first series of five meetings, which took place
from June through October, focused specifically on the design and aes-
thetics of a new westbound bridge to be built to the north of the existing
Innerbelt Bridge, including the impact on both the Tremont and Gateway
Neighborhoods at either end. | would like to give a brief overview of
what has been as much a “process of designing a process” as a sub-
stantive design advisory exercise. Those of you who have been follow-
ing it know that the Innerbelt Project has been going on for years, in truth
it has been more like a series of multiple beginnings. Thankfully —and
rightfully - so.

One key element, of which many may not be aware, is that this project —
the state’s largest single transportation investment ever — will utilize
ODOT's new Design-Build process. Being partially funded by the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), time is of the essence —
the money HAS to be spent and the cost is FIXED. To facilitate the incor-
poration of the Committee’s contributions into the process, two consulting
firms were retained by ODOT for two parallel but interconnected efforts:
Michael D. Baker to develop the Design-Build contract to be used, and
Skip Smallridge of Crosby, Schlessinger, and Smallridge for the urban
design and descriptive/prescriptive elements to be incorporated into the
Design-Build RFP and contract.

The process each month involved a half-day Committee meeting, and then
a half-day meeting each with Tremont and Gateway Neighborhood Com-
mittees. The discussions at all five meetings were lively, and given the
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composition of the Committee — people already on many committees —
difficult topics were not ignored. Suffice to say that from a design per-
spective, the level of prescriptive content — “thou shalt do this” — was
remarkable, and incorporated much of the Committee’s input. But it
should be acknowledged that much of the nitty-gritty work occurred in
these Neighborhood meetings, and it is the design elements at the two
ends of the bridge that are quite specific. The bridge design itself, by
nature and contrast, was fundamentally a descriptive exercise, refining
principles that define parameters rather than specific elements: overall
simplicity to complement existing bridges, pier spacing, haunched gird-
ers, and such. Much time was spent at the nexus of engineering and
aesthetics discussing how to best create a good Design-Build RFP for
this bridge. The last, biggest question became: why should the pro-
cess of public design input — even representative input via the Commit-
tee — end with the issued RFP for such an important structure?

The result, to the credit of many Committee members, the Cleveland City
Planning Commission, Cleveland City Planning Department, NOACA, and
ODOT's relative openness to reconsider the level of secrecy required
by the “proprietary nature of design proposals” by bidders, was that
the Design-Build Selection Process was modified to address the issue
of ongoing public input. Three City of Cleveland staff members will re-
view and evaluate the design-build team proposals with ODOT, and the
contract requires the winning bidder to solicit input on aesthetic details
via a series of public meetings. These modifications would not have
occurred without the vocal leadership and determination of members of
the above-mentioned bodies, both within and beyond the Committee
meetings. While falling short of the ideal of making aesthetics the deter-
mining selection factor in the design of the Innerbelt bridge, these impor-
tant procedural changes should at least go some ways towards pro-
moting a welcome, beloved member to our extended family of historic
spans. Hopefully, this “designing a process-within-a-process” will con-
tinue, and further improve the ODOT Design-Build Selection Process.
After all, this is the first of many projects related to the Innerbelt. And
the Committee itself should only become more effective as an advisory
body on these future projects if we continue to advocate for the impor-
tance of design in an authentic, participatory fashion.

I would like to thank all of the members of the Committee — it has been a
pleasure and an honor; Mary Helen Hammer, for her kind invitation to
participate in this process; and also thank the Cleveland AIA member-
ship in advance for your engagement in the many upcoming Innerbelt
public meetings.

For more information about the Cleveland Innerbelt Project, please visit
www.Innerbelt.org and select “Innerbelt Plan.”



Cleveland AlA - Happy Hour

Last month's happy hour at Fire on Shaker
Square was a great success! These
events are a great opportunity for low-
stress networking

Obituary

Itis with much regret we communicate
the passing of long time friend and fac-
ulty member Clyde Patterson. Clyde was
a backbone of the development of the
architecture program at Kent State from
19580 1982. He was a proud veteran
and practiced modern architecture. A
memorial service will be held on May 1,
2010 at the Church of the Western Re-
serve in Pepper Pike, Ohio.

Clyde A. Patterson, AIA
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